Sustainability at Idaho Universities

Idaho’s public universities have historically been a key partner in statewide pollution prevention and sustainability efforts. The University of Idaho, Idaho State University and Boise State University were members of the original committee appointed by the Governor to design a state environmental leadership program. The leadership program, Idaho GEMStars, was introduced by Governor Kempthorne in 1999. The universities have continued their involvement on the program advisory committee as well as their own efforts on campus to meet the pollution prevention requirements for GEMStars membership and sustainability goals.

A Statewide Framework


Idaho recognizes the key role of its universities in modeling environmental leadership and in providing a solid educational foundation in sustainability and environmental stewardship.  In 2005 the Idaho legislature passed a joint resolution recognizing the critical role Idaho’s universities in achieving sustainability goals in Idaho.  SCR 119 has received national recognition as the first state action of this type. 

In the resolution, Idaho “institutions of higher learning are encouraged to set an example by implementing steps to achieve a sustainable community, with the ultimate goal of a sustainable Idaho.”  The role of the universities in sustainability education, research and modeling sustainable actions is recognized.  
Individual Campus Initiatives


Idaho has taken a statewide approach to sustainability in higher education but has left it up to the individual campuses on how they will achieve this. This has allowed each university to build on its own particular strengths and interests.  Each of the major Idaho institutions were already doing this and SCR 119 has only lent support to those efforts.  Common threads are involvement at each campus across functional lines, student involvement and administrative support.  While a spirit of healthy competition exists between the universities, the foundation is a spirit of collaboration to achieve the common goals reflected in SCR 119 and their partnership with Idaho GEMStars.  

The geographic setting of each of the major campuses reflects the connection of Idaho’s higher education institutions with Idaho’s environment, businesses and communities.  Each campus has undertaken sustainability actions to reinforce that connection.  Some examples of the individual efforts are highlighted below.
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University of Idaho

· Signed Talloires Declaration

· Sustainability featured in President White’s Strategic Plan

· Broad participation in interdisciplinary Sustainability Committee and multi-pronged transformation strategy 
· Efforts tied to Land Grant mission
· $3.5+ million committed to 3 priority initiatives in next 5 years
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Boise State University

· Green team organized by Provost

· Student led recycling initiative

· Considering LEED Building
· Sustainability topics featured on President Kustra’s radio show

· SBDC outreach to small businesses
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Idaho State University

· Key organizer of community sustainability effort with Chamber of Commerce and area businesses
· On-campus energy and water conservation initiative

· Partnership with Idaho National Engineering Laboratory

· Involvement and support of Campus Planning Council
Key Partnerships


The universities have formed partnerships with the communities, agencies and interest groups specific to their emphasis.  Overarching partnerships include Idaho GEMStars and AASHE.  Each of the universities is active participants in both of these organizations.  These organizations provide opportunities to network, receive information, share ideas, attend workshops and participate in list servers, training and other activities.  
Thoughts on Moving Forward Statewide


For the past several years, Idaho GEMStars has sponsored a representative from each of the universities to attend a targeted regional or national campus sustainability conference.  Not only does this provide an opportunity to network nationally, but it has helped foster a partnership between the universities and a sense that we are all moving forward together.  Following last fall’s conference at Ball State University, feedback from all three of Idaho’s universities identified an Idaho higher education summit as a priority next step.   


Idaho recognizes that each university and partner has different opportunities and different challenges.  Establishing a statewide framework, while providing flexibility for each institution to set its own course, has contributed to on-campus investment and resulted in creative, diverse and immediate results as Idaho’s universities move forward in support of sustainability in their operations, curriculum, research and communities.  
